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19th IFF Prague – Febiofest 2012 will take place from March 22nd to the 30th 2012. The central venue will once again be the multiplex Cinestar Anděl in Prague 5, with its 12 screens. Afterwards, the festival will continue as usual until April 2nd with its regional echoes in selected cities in the Czech and Slovak Republics. 

Despite certain financial problems, Febiofest hasn't reduced its offer which is intended not only for film buffs, but also for music fans. Film screenings and the accompanying music festival will take place at Cinestar Anděl in the full extent that the audience is accustomed to. The archival cinema NFA (National Film Archive) Ponrepo – Konvikt, which will compile yet another interesting retrospection out of its collection, will not be missing either. 


“I am immensely grateful that Febiofest 2012 will take place in the full extent. The festival staff has been changed and reorganized this year, and I believe that the 19th year will mean the beginning of a new period of the existence of Febiofest, which started as a small event of several enthusiasts and which has become an inherent part of the Czech cultural calendar,” says Fero Fenič. 

The festival has kept its pair of program directors - Hana Cielová and Štefan Uhrík. “This year, we also intend to present hot news from world festivals as well as theme sections and retrospects. The popular Cinema of Personalities will again be full of distinctive names, and not only directors,” says Štefan Uhrík. One of the sectional tributes of the cinema this year will pay homage to the Italian filmmaker, Nanni Moretti.”

The actor and director, Nanni Moretti (b.1953), was awarded the Golden Palm for his family drama, The Son's Room, in 2001 in Cannes where he will be the chairman of the jury this year. In accordance with distribution from company CinemArt, Febiofest will introduce his new film, We Have a Pope, which is a comedy about a papal election, starring the brilliant Michel Piccoli. The audience will also have the opportunity to see the early films of the “Woody Allen of the Italian cinema” - small, independent and here practically unknown pieces like The Mass Has Finished, Aprile, or Bianca, including the cult films, Red Lob and Dear Diary. 

Nanni Moretti is one of the main invited guests of Febiofest this year. 

The festival has launched the unique opportunity for festival goers to sign up as jury member at www.febiofest.cz . The main Febiofest jury of 33 members, awarding the Grand Prix, is open to everyone from 15 to 100 years old, to people from all over the republic, of all education, social background, professions and interests. The applications must be submitted by March 10th. The festival will choose 33 members out of the submitted applications, and the jury will be completed by an honorary chairman (the position in the previous years was held by the architect Jan Kaplicky, artist David Cerny, conductor Libor Pesek, and the former first lady Dagmar Havlova). 

Last year's winner of the Febiofest Grand Prix, the Polish film, The Christening, simultaneously comes to the Czech cinemas on February 23rd, presented by Film Europe company. 

The first press conference of the festival is scheduled for February 22nd at 10am in Café Café (Rytířská st., Prague 1). 

Febiofest online:

www.febiofest.cz 
www.youtube.com/febiofest 
www.facebook.com/febiofest 
www.twitter.com/febiofest 

